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Closed for Lunch Noon - 1:00pm 
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           Council Corner 
Your Church Council last met on January 20th.  
 
At our January council meeting we said goodbye to 2 of our council 
members, Dale Hazel, who’s term has expired and Claire Kostbar 
 who is stepping down to chair the Connections with Each Other Team.  
Each has devoted their time and used their expertise to provide 
 thoughtful input and ideas which led us to finding the best way  
forward. Thank you and we look forward to seeing you continue to 
serve the church in other ways.  
 
Our new council nominees, which include a high school representative on 
the council for the first time in many years, will bring their own perspectives 
to the leadership group. We look forward, to hearing new ideas and working 
with them on the council.  
 
Your Church Council will meet next on February 17th. 
 

FEBRUARY 

VOLUNTEERS 1 8 15 22 

COFFEE HOUR Annual Meeting Faith Community Nurse Brunch Men’s Group 

SOUND TECH Kurt Rank Kurt Rank Kurt Rank Kurt Rank 

A/V TECH Mark Stana Ken Doremus Ken Doremus Mark Stana 

COMMUNION 
Patty Ivenz 
Sharon Coe 

  
Quiet Communion 

Sheryl Caliguire 

GREET/USHER Jeanette & Ed Alosi Kim & Corky Blake 
Mary Ann Horvath 

Ellede D’Andrea 
Carol Dishmon 

Sharon Coe 

READING(S) Glenn Butterfield Anne Baum Cheryl Lawler Ursula Merriman 

PRAYERS Judy CC Kevin Gough Cheryl Glasker Tim Brown 

         Year to Date thru December 2025 
   Church   Learning Center  TOTAL 
 Receipts    $639,353   $878,704    $1,518,057  
 Expenses -$623,884  -$903,385  -$1,527,269 
 TOTAL  $  15,469  -$  24,681  -$        9,212 
 

Budgeted Giving $441,646       Actual Giving $441,697 
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5 Ways to Give Without Changing Your Will or Trust 
 

Would you like to leave a gift to Christ Lutheran Church Hellertown in your will or trust, and avoid 

a big legal bill? Here are 5 easy and free ways to make a gift without changing your will or trust: 

 
1. Name Christ Lutheran as a beneficiary of your IRA, 401(k), 403(b), or other retirement plan. 

 These are tax-heavy assets. Taxes can eat up a large part of your hard earned savings when 

 you give these assets to loved ones. A charity won't pay tax on your gift. Your entire gift can 

 help to protect and preserve our church.  
2. Name Christ Lutheran as a beneficiary of your Donor Advised Fund (DAF).  

3. Name Christ Lutheran as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy. 

4. Give your remaining bank funds to Christ Lutheran. This is a POD or payable-on-death account.  

5. Transfer your remaining investments to Christ Lutheran. This is a TOD or 
 transfer-on-death account. 

 

All you have to do is complete a beneficiary form with your financial institution.  

You can change your mind at any time by completing a new beneficiary form. 
 

 

Please contact Chris Myers (cdmdad4@aol.com) or Brad Wagner (bwagner@bdwagnerlaw.com) 

https://www.crescendointeractive.com/lT?tC=D2eSAMjL&ltInfo=NhHNwLME7C0Q4_D3uG_zbw
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Today I found a great ecology website that you might want to explore: greenamerica.org. There are lots of 
resources, articles and blogs. Here is a brief quote out of one on agriculture which should be of interest, we all eat! 
"Agriculture is the most polluting industry in the world because of the prevalent use of chemical and 
petroleum-based pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers.   
These harmful chemicals... 
• Deplete the soil, 

• Pollute water supplies,  
• Kill pollinators, 

• Lower nutritional content,  
• Degrade the health of surrounding communities,  

• Harm the health of workers". 
It continues "Fortunately, there are better farming methods available.   
Green America works with its members and allies to... 

• Support and expand regenerative agriculture which sequesters carbon, improves soil health, reduces chemical 
use, encourages pollinators, and nourishes communities, 

• Keep child labor out of chocolate, 

• Demand corporations address concerns with industrial dairy operations,  

• Grow Climate Victory Gardens of all sizes to help combat the climate crisis and provide nutritious food. 
We all eat. Learn more about transforming our food systems for our own health and the health of pollinators and 
the planet. 
I invite you to check out this website in the next month while we are still in the throes of a cold old winter. I know 
I'm thinking about the coming growing season in our church garden. If you don't know, we garden organically and 
we try to be thoughtful in our water use and in the use of plastics in the church garden. Thinking of spring! 
          Angela Drake, ECO Team Editor-at-Large 

 

Synod News is produced monthly and shares an online 
newsletter, bulletins, and websites throughout the 

Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

Visit the synod website to download: 

nepasynod.org 

http://explore.Greenamerica.org
https://www.greenamerica.org/healthy-soil-cool-climate/regenerative-agriculture-101
https://www.greenamerica.org/end-child-labor-cocoa
https://www.greenamerica.org/concerns-about-industrial-dairy-operations
https://greenamerica.org/climate-victory-gardens
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Maureen DeBellis Spiritual Director 

email: spiritdirect@clcht.org 
 

Due to donations from church members, Spiritual Direction sessions 
will be offered to members of Christ Lutheran at a very discounted rate 
of $10. Sessions can be held in-person or online (limit 6 sessions/2025). 
 

  Wondering where God is in your life? 
  Struggling to see God’s presence in daily activities? 
  Feeling a holy disconnect? 
  Desiring a deepening life of prayer? 

When these kinds of questions and interests begin to stir, 
Spiritual Direction may be what your are looking for. 

 

Maureen DeBellis is a spiritual director, inter-spiritual companion, a teacher of Heart Rhythm 
Meditation (HRM) and a retreat guide for the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. She has a BA in 
Marriage and Family Studies from DeSales University and a Graduate Level Certificate in 
Spiritual Direction from Moravian Theological Seminary in Bethlehem, PA. 



 

 

The World’s Greatest  Roleplaying Game! 

2nd & 4th Sundays 
following worship 

samuel.raup@gmail.com 

B I B L E 

STUDY 

THURSDAYS 

12:15—1:15pm 

In THE Church Library 

or VIA Zoom 

MEN’S GROUP 

Tuesdays AT noon 
 

IN THE church library 

or VIA zoom 

GIGGLES 
Girls In God Growing Loving Eating Sharing 

Women’s Group 
 

Wednesdays with Enid 

from 10:00am to Noon 

in the South Lounge 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN 

BOOKCLUB 

————————— 

BookClub Meets March 30th  
“The Correspondent”  

 by Virginia Evans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

————————— 
7:00pm in the Church Library or Zoom 

————————— 
COMPLIMENTARY COPIES 
available while supplies last 

Filled with knowledge that only comes from a life fully 
lived, The Correspondent is a gem of a novel about the 
power of finding solace in literature and connection with 
people we might never meet in person. It is about the 
hubris of youth and the wisdom of old age, and the 
mistakes and acts of kindness that occur during a life-
time. 
 
Sybil Van Antwerp has throughout her life used letters to 
make sense of the world and her place in it. Most 
mornings, around half past ten, Sybil sits down to write 
letters—to her brother, to her best friend, to the president 
of the university who will not allow her to audit a class 
she desperately wants to take, to Joan Didion and Larry 
McMurtry to tell them what she thinks of their latest 
books, and to one person to whom she writes often yet 
never sends the letter. 
 
Sybil expects her world to go on as it always has— 
a mother, grandmother, wife, divorcee, distinguished 
lawyer, she has lived a very full life. But when letters 
from someone in her past force her to examine one of 
the most painful periods of her life, she realizes that the 
letter she has been writing over the years needs to be 
read and that she cannot move forward until she finds it 
in her heart to offer forgiveness. 
 
Sybil Van Antwerp’s life of letters might be “a very small 
thing,” but she also might be one of the most memorable 
characters you will ever read. 

Food Bank • Collection 
Specially Requested Items in February: 

 

Juice Boxes 
for Student Lunchboxes  

 

 RED WAGON 
 Drop-Off 
 in the Volunteer Room 

Thank you to all who participated in 
our Reverse Advent Calendar food 
collection in December. We collected 
nearly 300 items that were delivered 
to the Hellertown Area Food Bank 
and used to fill our Blessing Box. 
     - Corky Blake 



 

 

February Birthdays 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Bonnie A. & Earl E. Wismer  2/27/1982 

 

 Francene & Kenneth N. Drake  2/28/1970 

 

  Elaine T. & John L. Snyder  2/28/1976 

Matthew Sterner 1st 

Katherine Paskewicz 2nd 

Connor Jackson 5th 

Judy Meier 6th 

Megan Eisenbraun 7th 

Susan Kneller 7th 

Desiree Grube 8th 

Kelly Flack 9th 

Jackson Koehler 12th 

Lorita Musselman 12th 

Kevin Petrucelli 13th 

Brennan Schultz 13th 

Lenore Spohn 14th 

Bill Bergstresser 15th 

Carolyn Raudenbush 15th 

Olivia Davila 16th 

Jodie Raab 16th 

Amber Smith 16th 

Marianna Tlush 16th 

Gloria Laub 17th 

Kay Cole 18th 

Owen Frederick 18th 

Elyse Koehler 18th 

Phil Spohn 18th 

Kathy Jackson 19th 

Bruce Rice 19th 

Cliff Cole 21st 

Kris Rank 22nd 

Earl Wismer 22nd 

Missy Greenawald 23rd 

Herb Musselman 24th 

Janice Unangst 25th 

Tom Braxmeier 26th 

William Horvath 26th 

Andrew Kubisek 26th 

Dianne Borovies 27th 

Richard Koehler 27th 

Jamie Laslo 27th 

Christopher Snyder 27th 

Corky Blake 28th 

Bonnie Oszeyczik 28th 

Samuel Sterner 28th 
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Meal Ministry 
Monday 

February 23rd 
(weather permitting) 

Lite fare delivery to the homebound 

Community Blood Drive 
 at Christ Lutheran Church 
 

  Tuesday March 10th 
  1:00-7:00pm Church Parking Lot 

 

Schedule your appointment 
at www.GIVEaPINT.org 

Enid Rank 
Faith Community Nurse 

If you have any questions or would like 
any additional information on anything 
listed on this page, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me. 

nurse@clcht.org 
610-349-2970 

Monthly 
Communion Service 

Saucon Valley Manor 
1050 Main Street Hellertown, PA  18055 

  Thursday February 19th 
  2:00pm  Parishioners welcome to 
join Pastor Phil, Josh, Bonnie, and Enid for 
some worshiping, singing and mingling! 

Visit our Information Room off the Narthex for Educational Materials 

“Sharing Love” February Service Month 
 

During the month of February, consider 
sharing love and  acts of kindness with 
family, friends, and neighbors. Share  your 
pictures with the Faith Community Nurse for 
the Narthex Bulletin Board. Join the Faith 
Community Nurse Sunday, February 8th for 
Coffee Hour to kick off "Sharing Love" 
Month. 

Viegas Family Meal Sign-up 
signupgenius.com 

FAITH COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP EVENT 
 The Jane Austen Playlist: 
  Love and Music of Regency England 

 

Sunday, February 15th 
4:00pm 
Zoellner Arts Center 
 

$23 Tickets 
Available in Church Office 



 

 

1 ANNUAL MTG 
9am Adult Education 
10am Sunday School 
10am Worship 
           w/Communion 
11am Annual 
           Meeting 
3pm Narc Anon 

2  GROUNDHOG 
     DAY 
6:30pm Choir 

3 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 
 

7pm Praise 

4 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 

5  
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

12:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
 

5:30pm Quilters 

6 
 

7 
9:30am Yoga 

8 SOUPER BOWL 
   OF CARING 
9am Adult Education 
10am Sunday School 
10am Worship  
11am D&D 
3pm Narc Anon 
 

9 
6:30pm Choir 

 
 

10 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 

11 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 
 

5-7pm Valentine’s 
             Dinner 

Heintzelman 
Carriage House 

12 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

12:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
 

5:30pm Quilters 

13 
 

14 
 
 

15 

9am Adult Education 
10am Sunday School 
10am Worship 
11am Brunch 
3pm Narc Anon 
4pm “Jane Austen” 
          Zoellner 

16  PRESIDENTS’ 
      DAY 

17  FAT TUESDAY 

10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 
 

7pm Church Council 

18  ASH 
       WEDNESDAY 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 
 

6pm Choir 
 

7pm Worship 

19  
10:30am Chair Yoga 
12:15pm Bible 
                 Study 
2pm Communion 
          Service 
          SV Manor 
5:30pm Quilters 
7pm Thirsty Thurs 

Braveheart 

20 21 

9:30am Yoga 

22 LEADERSHIP 

9am Adult Education 
10am Sunday School 
10am Worship 
11am Quiet Comm 
11am D&D 
11:15am Conf Class 1 
11:30am Leadership 
                 Retreat 
3pm Narc Anon 

23 

11am Meal Ministry 

24 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 
 

7pm Church Council 
 

7pm “Feeding the 
           True Hungers 
           of Lent” 
     Zoom Only 

25 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 
 

10am-1pm 
Lunch Prep & Serve 
     New Bethany 
 

6pm Soup & Service 
    Christ Lutheran 

26 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

12:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
 

5:30pm Quilters 

27 

 

28 
9:30am Yoga 

       

   Sunday        Monday       Tuesday     Wednesday Thursday      Friday      Saturday 

FEBRuary CALENDAR 
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     Youth & Family Minister 
Email: yfm@clcht.org            Josh Gulotta 
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9am to 2pm 

Try out 
Bear Creek Camp 
this Summer! 
 
Applications are open for Bear Creek Camp! At Christ Lutheran, that means 
scholarship time. Every student who asks gets $100 of their tuition paid 
by Christ Lutheran. Confirmation students get even more! 
 

Why go to Bear Creek Camp? More reasons than I can list. Ask Pastor Phil, A/V 
Whizz Mark Stana, or Faith Formation Team Leader, Bre Barket what Bear Creek 
Camp means to them. It’s not just a place to be a kid, it’s a place to grow up. 
If you’re still skeptical, here’s five reasons why Bear Creek Camp is worth a visit this 
summer: 
 

Whitewater Rafting – See what you’re made of on the Susquehanna River 
 

High Ropes and Low Ropes – The star attraction for most of our attendees 
 

New Friends – Campers come from all over Northeast Pennsylvania. Imagine  
meeting someone from Tunkhannock! 
 

Toilets – There was a time when Bear Creek was plumbing-free! Sadly, the 
restrooms have all been upgraded so you can barely even tell you’re camping… 
 

Theology To Be Sure Of – Bear Creek is at the cutting edge of Lutheran 
theology; each summer they create a space where everyone knows they are  
loved by God, no matter who they are. 



 

 

PASTOR: 

Phil Spohn 

pspohn@clcht.org 

 
YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTER: 

Josh Gulotta 

yfm@clcht.org 

 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: 

Barry Stauffer 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR: 

Chip Rust 

crust@clcht.org 

 
FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE: 

Enid Rank 

nurse@clcht.org 

 
MINISTER OF MUSIC: 

Stephen Wysocki 

swysocki@clcht.org 

 

ASST MINISTER OF MUSIC: 

Bonnie Banks-Beers 

bbanksbeers@clcht.org 

 
COMMUNICATIONS SPEC: 

Debbi Pereira 

dpereira@clcht.org 

 
SEXTON: 

Pete Kapustiak 

sexton@clcht.org 

 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR: 

Maureen DeBellis 

spiritdirect@clcht.org 

 
DIRECTOR LEARNING CENTER: 

Nancy Frederick 

nfrederick@clcht.org 

 
ASST DIRECTOR LEARNING CENTER: 

Jaclyn Ruch 

jruch@clcht.org 

PRESIDENT: 

Brenda Tarulli 

11btarulli@gmail.com 

 

VICE PESIDENT: 

Ed Alosi 

ejalosi@gmail.com 

 

SECRETARY: 

Kelly Meyer 

km77ru@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER: 

John Varady 

johnvarady@rcn.com 

Judy Chernikovich-Clemens 

jbird1952@yahoo.com 

 

Ken Doremus 

kdorem@gmail.com 

 

Dale Hazel 

hdalehazel44@gmail.com 

 

Claire Kostbar 

ckostbar54@gmail.com 

 

Mandy Mayer 

mayer512531@gmail.com 

 

Judy Meier 

jemeier3@yahoo.com 

 

Sam Raup 

samuel.raup@gmail.com 

 

Regina Sands-Corl 

techscokomuf@ptd.net 

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

TEAM LEADERS 

CARE GIVING: 

Enid Rank 

enid1@ptd.net 

 

CONNECTIONS w/Each Other: 

Claire Kostbar 

ckostbar54@gmail.com 

 

CONNECTIONS w/Our Community: 

Teresa Mackey 

barnkey@ptd.net 

 

FAITH FORMATION: 

Bre Barket 

brianne.barket@gmail.com 

FINANCE: 

OPEN 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

MUTUAL MINISTRY: 

OPEN 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

OUTREACH: 

Kim Blake 

kblake0412@gmail.com 

 

PROPERTY: 

Mike Karpa 

mike.karpa@gmail.com 

STEWARDSHIP: 

OPEN 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC: 

Kurt Rank 

kerank@ptd.net 


